APPROXIMATELY one acre in every eight in Michigan JL\. is classified as organic soil. Because the formation of these soils is associated with poor drainage conditions, methods must first be devised to drain these areas adequately before they can be used for the production of •crops. Water control 3 then becomes one of the most important problems in farming these organic soil areas and drainage ditches become an integral part in the water control program. The disposition of the spoil banks presents various problems such as weed control, erosion control, and maintenance as dikes. In many cases, frequent cleaning of these ditches is necessary to maintain proper capacity for excess water removal. Wind action on unprotected banks frequently results in partial if not complete filling of the ditch. Unless these spoil banks are cultivated or mowed, weeds and brush soon take over, thus adding to the weed, disease, and insect control problems.
Relatively little has been done to attempt to control the type of vegetation on the ditch banks and as a consequence an experiment was set up at the Michigan State College Muck Experimental Farm to investigate the use of grasses and legumes for ditchbank plan ideal grass for this purpose should be. win low growing, and capable of holding the wind and water action, maintaining a green growth throughout the growing season and the water's edge but not in the bottom of the 1). The cover should remain green so as to fire hazard and be nonpersistent under wet co as not to contribute to filling up of the water This paper is intended as a preliminary re observations resulting from this project.
METHODS
Sixteen grasses and legumes were planted Aug in plots 20 feet by 25 feet on the bank of a drain Carlisle muck, cleaned out during the preceding 2). Grasses and rates of seeding are as follows:
Po
Colonial bent grass ________________________ (Agrostis tennis) __________________ Canada bluegrass ___--------------(Poa compressa) _____________________
